Child health in farm workers' communities.
Black women who had borne one or more children in the 5 years preceding the study and who were resident on white-owned farms were sampled in a multistage cluster procedure from the population of two magisterial districts of the southern Transvaal, Ventersdorp and Balfour. The purpose of this study was to determine mothers' knowledge and behaviour regarding the health of their children, to correlate this with personal and social characteristics of the mothers, and to document aspects of their physical environment. Only 50% of mothers had completed 4 or more years of formal education. One in three had experienced the death of at least 1 of her children. Water and sanitation facilities were inadequate for most. Little was known about oral rehydration solution preparation or about growth monitoring. Most children were breast-fed. Between 50% and 63% of the children had vaccinations appropriate for their ages, depending on whether evidence from clinic cards or from mothers' memories was taken as valid. The single most important determinant of the appropriate knowledge and behaviour of mothers was education. Basic living and social conditions of farm workers require improvement and the health services must be re-orientated to deliver comprehensive primary care.